NOBEL
According to the Gavlc Weekly the Tlwlis returned home shortly
before the 25th' July, 1818. The vessel, which was now umliT the
command of P. Hamstrancl/came from iho Mediterranean with a
cargo of French salt. Immediately afterwards we find an insert ion
in the same paper by an anonymous youth aged seventeen, who
describes himself as able to write and having a slight knowledge
of accounts, and as seeking a position, preferably eonneeted with
shipping. Since the age and qualifications tally with those of
Nobel, we may conclude that he inserted the advertisement
Presumably he obtained employment in his native town ; at any
rate, according to the church register, he remained there until
1819.
Biographical accounts generally state that he became a student
of architecture in 1818, and a student at the Academy of Iho
Liberal Arts in 1819. It is possible that immediately after his
return from the voyage he obtained a position with an architect,
and this may be meant by the statement that in 1818 ho became an
" architect £Leve." Such an occupation would also explain why he
entered the School of Architecture at the Academy. The. Academy
had two schools of architecture, one for beginners (I'rincipskola)
and a "Higher School of Architecture" which Nobel certainly
attended in 1821, for he received the Academy's pri/o for archi-
tectural drawings at the prize-giving which took place on the
2ist January, 1822. As he naturally could not have entered
the higher school straight away, it is exceedingly probable that
he began in the Principskola in 1819, lie remained at the
Academy for several years, and on the 25th January, 1824, the
"<§l£ve, Immamiel Nobel/' was awarded the fourth, or small
medal of the Academy, and in the following year, the third, or
Tessinska medal. He was not present at the pri/e-giving of
1826, at which one prize only was awarded, and it may there-
fore be inferred that 1824 was his last year at the Academy,

